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he was in the royal presence, a letter came from Bajirao
to say that Nadir Shah, according to rumour, intended to
march against the Marathas. Shahu, disgusted at the news,
pulled off his turban and flinging it on the ground, cried
out "I lost twenty thousand men at the siege of Bassein.
Will Bassein give them back to me?" The rumour, how-
ever, proved false. On the 14th June the king in open
Darbar proclaimed that Nadir Shah through fear of the
Marathas had fled the country. On the 19th June the
victorious Vyankatrao returned from the siege with the
pleasing intelligence that the Portuguese had accepted the
king's terms. Cheered by this news, Shahu on the 25th
June again sent for Captain Gordon and, receiving him
far more graciously, gave him leave to go, and said on
parting, "Tell my friend the Governor to be so kind as to
send me eight geese, a pair of turkeys, a pair of Basra
pigeons and any other rare birds that he may have." He
also condescended to admire the sword of the envoy, who
with ready courtesy begged the king to accept it. Shahu
was so pleased at the gift, that on the 27th June, he
for the third time required Gordon's presence and said,
"You English are good, honest people. You have no aims
other than trade. You never persecute any one for his
religion. You English will be very useful to us in our
now conquest of Bassein." le He then informed the envoy
that he had entrusted this part of his business to Bajirao.
He, however, wrote to the Peshwa commanding him, if
possible, to make friends with the English, This order
the Peshwa obeyed and granted the English peace and
free trade f. Captain Gordon had thus attained his object
and on the 30th June he set out for Bombay,
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